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SUMMARY. EEL HAS ANNOUNCED WITHDRAWAL FROM ICATU MEMBER- 
SHIP, BLAMING "EEFORTS DRAG CONFEDERATION INTO COMMUNIST 
SPHERE OF INFLUENCE" AND SLANDER OF EGYPTIAN TRADE 
UNIONS FOR SUPPORT OF SADAT INITIATIVE. WE BELIEVE 
MOTIVATION WAS TO PREEMPT POSSIBILITY THAT REJECTIONIST- 
DOMINATED KUWAIT CONFERENCE SUSPEND OR EXPEL EGYPTIANS 
FROM ORGANIZATION. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . EGYPTIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR (EEL) PRESIDENT AHMED 
CONVOKED PRESS FEBRUARY 16, FOLLOWING EMERGENCY MEETING 
OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, TO ANNOUNCE FEDERATION'S RESIGNA- 
TION FROM INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF ARAB TRADE 
UNIONS (ICATU). AHMED SAID EFL EAGER TO CLEANSE ARAB 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT OF "FOREIGN POLITICAL INFLUENCE, 

PARTY POLOTICS AND TRADERS IN SLOGANS. . . EFL WILL TAKE 
FIRM STAND AGAINST THE CONSPIRACY THAT IS WOVEN TO 

DRAG THE ICATU INTO THE COMMUNIST SPHERE OF INFLUENCE." 
AHMED SAID EFL HAD GONE TO KUWAIT TO EMPHASIZE ITS 
GOODWILL AND EAGERNESS PRESERVE ARAB TRADE UNION UNITY, 

TO CONTRIBUTE TO EFFORTS FOR WELFARE OF ARAB WORKERS 
AND TO REALIZE ICATU OBJECTIVES. IN KUWAIT, HOWEVER, 

EGYPTIAN DELEGATION BECAME AWARE THAT "SOME ARAB POLITICAL 
TRENDS" (LE. BAATHISTS) HAVE RECRUITED SOME TRADE 
UNIONS LEADERS "TO SPREAD FALSEHOODS AND INDUCE A 
HOSTILE STAND TO THE EFL FOR ITS UNWAVERING SUPPORT TO 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE." 

2. EGYPTIANS UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT FRIDAY, 

FEBRUARY 17, BUT SEEMS REASONABLE TO CONCLUDE THAT 
EGYPTIAN DECISION DESIGNED PREEMPT POSSIBILITY THAT 
SPECIAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE WOULD DECIDE SUSPEND OR 
EXPELL MEMBERSHIP IN ICATU. ONE DOESN'T DO SUCH 
THINGS TO EGYPTIANS AS SADAT DEMONSTRATED BY BREAKING 
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RELATIONS WITH FIVE REJECTIONIST STATES FOLLOWING TRIPOLI 
CONFERENCE DECISION TO "FREEZE" RELATIONS WITH EGYPT. 
EGYPTIANS WILL TAKE COMFORT IN, AND PERHAPS TREAT AS 
MORAL VICTORY, FACT THAT SYRIANS AND IRAQIS UNABLE MAKE 
COMMON CAUSE LONG ENOUGH FOR EFFECTIVE MANIPULATION OF 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST EGYPT. 

3. BELIEVE EGYPTIANS WOULD DISAGREE WITH KUWAITI GOVERN- 
MENT VIEW THAT KUWAIT MEETING WAS INSIGNIFICANT, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE ONE AGENDA ITEM WAS ELECTION OF NEW 
ICATU SECGEN AND OTHER WAS POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF HEAD- 
QUARTERS OUT OF CAIRO. EILTS 
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